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Goals for the 2018-2019 Greenwich CSD Budget Process
● Build a balanced budget
● Stay within the New York State tax cap
● Maintain programs and services for students

Key Points:

● 3.5% spending increase
● 2.29% tax levy increase  (within the allowable cap)
● No change to program
● Student enrollment has been on the decline
● Per Pupil expenditure one of the lowest in the area

○ 2016-17 was $18,341
○ State Avg. $23,361,  Regional Avg. $21,790
○ Refer to Fiscal Accountability Supplement on the districts 

website for more detailed information.
● Top  budgetary increases are related to:

○ Salaries
○ Benefits

■ Retirement contribution, Medical insurance
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UNDER NEW YORK STATE LAW, SCHOOL BUDGETS ARE BROKEN DOWN INTO THREE CATEGORIES:
1. Administrative - these line items cover expenses related to the management of the district.  Administrative charges 

comprise approximately 9% of the overall budget.
2. Capital – this is the cost of operating the facility of the school district, 14% of total cost.  These items include operation and 

maintenance expenses, utility costs, and related infrastructure costs.  The school’s debt service is also part of the capital 
budget. 

3. Program – these items are directly related to student instruction.  This category is the majority of the overall budget and 
includes salaries & benefits, supplies, equipment and transportation.

EXPENSES
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Estimated Revenues

School Tax Relief Reimbursements     (included in tax levy figures of approximately 1.2M)
The New York State School Tax Relief (STAR) Program provides exemption for school taxes for all home owner-occupied, primary residents, 
regardless of income. Senior citizens with certain incomes may qualify for an enhanced exemption.
Payments in Lieu of Taxes  (Approximately 12K)
Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILOTs) are payments made to the district as a substitute for Property taxes.

Other Misc. Revenue Categories:
School Tuition - This income is generated from non-resident students attending school at Greenwich.
Refunds - Money collected from BOCES surplus, insurance dividends, utility refunds and other misc. refunds.
Admissions - This item represents admission charges to sporting events
E-Rate Reimbursements - The Schools and Libraries program, also known as the E-rate program, makes telecommunications and information 
services more affordable for schools and libraries in America. Mandated by Congress in 1996 and implemented by the FCC in 1997, the E-rate 
provides discounted telecommunications, Internet access, and internal connections to eligible schools and libraries, funded by the Universal 
Service Fund.

https://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/universal-service-fund
https://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/universal-service-fund
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The 2017-18 Board of Education
                                                                                  Term Expires
 

Annie Miller, President……………………………………………..……  6/30/18
Laura Hall, Vice President……………………………………….……..  6/30/22
Michael Conlin, ……………….………………………………….……..   6/30/20
Jill Autiello………………………………………………………………..   6/30/19
James Nolan (appointed for 1 year)………………..................…….…. 6/30/21

District Staff Employees

Greenwich Teachers Association                                100 Full Time 169
Civil Service Employees Association                           88 Part Time   33
Administrative & Confidential                                        14         
                    Total                                                            202
 



EXPENSE BUDGET
By

Category
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EXPENSE BUDGET by Function
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3-Part Budget Detail - Administrative 9%
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3-Part Budget Detail - Capital 14%
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3-Part Budget Detail - Program 77%
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Fund balance of a school district is the result of 
the recognition of revenues less total 
appropriations/expenses. It should be noted that 
there is no provision in the law or regulations for 
deficit or negative fund balances.
 
The total fund balance of a school district's 
general fund is made up of two parts: Reserved 
Fund Balance, now called Restricted and 
Unreserved Fund Balance, now called 
Unrestricted.
 
The Restricted portion of the fund balance is 
made up of moneys that may be used only for 
very specific purposes and is, therefore, not 
available to be used for tax reduction in the next 
subsequent fiscal year.
 
The Unrestricted portion of the fund balance is 
the amount, which is uncommitted and is, 
therefore, available to be used to reduce real 
property taxes in the next fiscal year. It should be 
noted, however, that a part of this unreserved 
fund balance may be retained by the district and 
not used for tax reduction in the next upcoming 
year. This retained portion is called the assigned 
fund balance and is limited by §1318 of the Real 
Property Tax Law to an amount equal to 4% of 
the upcoming year's budget. The remaining 
portion of the unreserved fund balance that is 
used for tax reduction is known as the 
appropriated fund balance.
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BASIC STAR exemption for 2018-2019 is $30,000, the maximum reduction on the 
full-assessed value of the home. The ENHANCED STAR is $65,500, the maximum reduction 
on the full-assessed value of the home.  

STAR (School Tax Assessment Relief)

 
Maximum 2018-2019 STAR savings

Maximum STAR tax savings cannot exceed more 
than 2% of the prior year maximum savings.

Homeowner Impact - How will this affect my property taxes?

Municipal Basic Enhanced

Town of Argyle $506 $1,013

Town of Cambridge $523 $1,071

Town of Easton $517 $1,044

Town of Fort Edward $509 $1,020

Town of Greenwich $521 $1,046

Town of Hebron $514 $1,100

Town of Jackson $499 $996

The budget adopted by the Board of Education represents an 
estimated tax levy increase of 2.29%.  Any attempt to determine 
tax rates in May must be regarded as strictly an estimate. All other 
factors being equal, taxes would increase $39 on a $100,000 home. 
The following items are required for determining the actual tax rates:

Assessed Valuation by Towns: This information is not officially 
available from the Town Assessors until July. Increases will lower the 
tax rate.
Equalization Rates: These rates are established by the New York 
State Office of Real Property Tax Services and may change each 
year.  In the past, changes have been made to equalization rates as 
late as mid - August.
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Appendix 1 - Fiscal Accountability Summary     
            

● Please refer to the district website for this document.

Appendix 2 – School Report Card Data 2016-17
 

● Please refer to the district website for this document.

Appendix 3 - Property Tax Exemption Report
● Please refer to the district website for this document.

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORTS

http://wps.greenwichcsd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2016-_-GREENWICH-CSD-Fiscal-Summary-_-NYSED-Data-Site.pdf
http://wps.greenwichcsd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2016-_-GREENWICH-CSD-Report-Card-_-NYSED-Data-Site.pdf
http://wps.greenwichcsd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Exemption-Summary-Report.pdf
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2018-2019 BUDGET PROPOSITION I
Be it resolved, the Board or Education of the Greenwich Central School District is authorized to expend the sums 
set forth in the budget in the total amount of $21,663,160 during the school year 2018-2019 and to levy the 
necessary tax thereof.

EQUIPMENT PROPOSITION II
Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Greenwich Central School District is authorized to purchase (1) 
acquire two school buses, at a cost not to exceed $230,000; (2) expend such sum for such purpose; (3) levy the 
necessary tax therefore, to be levied and collected in annual installments in such years and in such amounts as 
may be determined by the Board of Education taking into account state aid; and (4) in anticipation of the 
collection of such tax, issue bonds and notes of the District and/or enter into installment purchase agreements 
at one time or from time to time in the principal amount not to exceed $230,000, and levy a tax to pay the 
interest on said obligations when due?

LIBRARY PROPOSITION III
Resolved, the Board of Education is authorized to increase the appropriation to support the Greenwich Free 
Library from $95,252 to $97,674 and the appropriation to support the Easton Library from $40,630 to $41,442 
annually.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTION
RESOLVED, for a member of the Board of Education, Greenwich Central School District, for a 
three-year term (Commencing July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2021)
 
Vote for one:           Erin Boivin
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION ELECTION
RESOLVED, for a member of the Board of Education, Greenwich Central School District, for a 
five-year term (Commencing July 1, 2018 through June 30, 2023)
 
Vote for one:           James Nolan

Board of Education Seats
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Please remember to vote!
When:             Tuesday, May 15, 2018
Where:            Primary School
Time:           8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

PLEASE REFER TO THE DISTRICT’S WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION

THANK YOU


